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Answer these questions 
to see how your answers 
compare to those of 
other AG readers. 


If you started 
your own 
business, what 
would you sell? 


52% Cupcakes or other treats 
20% Artwork 
16% Bracelets 


12% A cool app you creoted 


What's your favorite 
gadget? 


34% Phone 
32%o Tablet 
26% Laptop Jf 
8% Ww bi 


How many siblings 

do you have? 

38% one sibling 

26% Two siblings 

22% Three or more siblings 
14% Nosiblings 
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Anushka invented a bandage that might be 


used in a hospital one day. 


Anyone can change the world with 
a simple idea—that’s what Anushka N. 
believes. “Even the smallest discovery 
or the most simple invention can have 


groundbreaking implications,” she says. 


Anushka has been interested 

in science since she was little. As a 
middle schooler, she loves competing 
in science fairs. In 2016, she won an 
award for inventing a bandage that 
could tell doctors when it needs to 
be changed. 

She got the idea while studying 
anatomy. “I read about how people 
who have chronic wounds can suffer 
for years,” Anushka says. The seventh- 


ieee 


Chitos 


sed Mound Management 


grader was shocked, and she wanted 
to help. She started with a doodle 
ona piece of paper and ended up 
with a working model of the 
bandage on a fake arm. Now her 
invention will be tested and one day 
might be used in a hospital. 
Anushka hopes her story will 
inspire other girls to study science 
and technology. She loves how 
science brings people together, 
like the experts who work together 
to solve global problems and all 
the friends she makes at science 
fair competitions. 
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Which friendship bracelet matches your personality? 


1. Which adventure sounds most 
interesting? 


Laie hee Answers 


b. Exploring a dark cave 


Mostly a’s 


CHARM BRACELET 


c. Hiking a trail at sunset 


2. Which dessert sounds best? 
a. Creme brilee 


b. comfy and cozy. 
¢. airy and bright. 


B Which sand castle do you like best? 
a. Fancy, princess castle 
b. Castle with lots of cool bridges 


and a moat 2 iG BRAIDED BRACELET 
c. Super tall castle with one flag — ey 


» Which chair do you like most? 
a. fancy and royal-looking chair 
b. comfy beanbag chair 
¢. pretty wooden desk chair 


s 6. Which party would you love ti 
ae to attend? : : By 
a. Amovie premiere in 


ie New York City 
b.A summer camp sleepover 
c. A beautiful stargazing party 
— 7 Mostly c’s 
7. Which water ride sounds like . SWEET & SIMPLE BRACELET 


most fun? 

a. Very Lazy River 
b. Splash Tide 

c. Super Slide 


8. which hairstyle is your favorite? 


a. Elegant updo 
b. Down and natural 
c. Easy ponytail 
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Josie and Rosie are the best of pals! 


Rosie was outside with me 
and she ran over to the warm 
sidewalk and rolled on it! 


She plays fetch and will some- 
times carry her ball up and 
douon the stairs. 


meow! Get me some food! meow! 


She loves her bed and likes 
+o lay anywhere in the sun. 
She will sleep there for hours. 


Soft, cute, and playful 


She used her paw to open 
the screen door. Then she 
ran outside! 


1 pet, snuggle, and play with 
her. | also let her play outside. 


i: ose) 
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Kyleigh broke her school’s sit-up record! 


In third grade, | did 200 sit-ups ina 
row for a school record. It wasn’t long 
before someone beat my record with 
400 sit-ups. In fifth grade, | doubled 
that record by doing 800 sit-ups ina 
row. | guess you could say I’m pretty 
competitive. 

In sixth grade, | attempted a 
national sit-up record. | had to beat 
2,001 sit-ups in 90 minutes. Some 
people said | couldn’t do it. | said, 
“Watch me!” 

My gymnastics practices helped 
me prepare. Still, | was nervous. That 
day in the school gym, my mom, 


teachers, and kids huddled around 
and cheered me on. After an hour my 
stomach hurt. | thought about how my 
mom had just run her first half-mara- 
thon. She pushed through the tough 
parts to finish. That inspired me to 
keep going. 

Half an hour later, | reached 2,110 
sit-ups. | couldn’t believe it! | flopped 
on the mat. I was sore, but I felt great. 
| felt proud. All the kids around looked 
at me like I’d just done something 
great. | hope | inspired them to do 
something to make them proud of 
themselves, too. 


the outdoors. 


Age 10, Washington 


Age 10, New York 
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Where do % 
you feel most / 
creative? 
% 68% Athome 
¥ 28% At school 


% 4% Ataclubor 
after-school 
activity 


* 40% 
29% 
% 24% 
* 7% 
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Which type of art 
is your favorite? 


Drawing 
Painting 
Photography 


Sculpting 


Coming Up: 


HOLIDAYS 


1. Which winter holidays do 
you celebrate? Please list. 


How do you like to 
express yourself? 
% 29% With music 

% 27% Through fashion 
% 23% Through art 

% 17% With crafts 

% 4% Through dance 


2. Do you decorate your 
bedroom for the holidays? 
YES or NO 


3. Who do you spend the 
holidays with? 
a. Your immediate family 
b. Lots of family—immediate 
and extended 
c. Friends 
d. All of the above 
e. Other (please list) 


4. Twinkle lights OR tinsel? 


5. What’s your favorite part 
about the holidays? 
a. Holiday cheer 
b. Decorations 
c. The weather 
d. The food 
e. The music 
f. Other (please list) 


6. Giving gifts OR getting gifts? 


7. Draw your favorite holiday 
decoration. 


Flipping through magazines 


Chilling out in my room 


Listening to music : - Send your answers to the 

Reading inspirational quotes CaO Pas 2 Ong 
with your first and last name, 

Watching DIY videos address, school or portrait- 


style photo, and birth date. 


Illustrations: Paige Pooler 


Postmark deadline: June 10, 
2017. Some answers will 
appear in the November/ 
December 2017 issue. +« 
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Wreath 
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Another = 
wreath! 


¢ ¥ 


A Valentine’s 
wreath? 


~ Busted 
wreath Cwhy 


did we Save 


2 Old TV that looks 
like furniture 


American Girl 


Window to gaze ou 
when you pretend to be 
a $ad, forgotten princess 

in a tall, musty tower 


Created by 
Mary Richards Beaumont, 
Dan Nordskog € Genevieve Kote 


\ 
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Cowboy hat from 
Mom and Dad's 
x honeymoon 


te 
& -. \ 
} 
x i 


Troublesome 
bee costume 
from last 
Halloween 


Mow’s trunk of 
. college stuff 


__ Peking’s carrier (so 
__ he doesn't remember 


FE: —_ we have it) 
Boxes of books © 
(S000 heavy) 


Dad's records 
that he always talks 
about playing for you 


“Our little 

friend has 

just turned 
ONE. 


Hope her 
day is tons 
of FUN!” 


Hey, my 
baby stuff! 


By] 


Ga 


Mom, it’s Admiral “...and the fox 
Stripes! Aww! $aid, ‘Nooo! | do 
not moo for 
youl’ 3% 


| can't believe 
| fit into this! 


To keep... or not 
to keep? 


That was your first 
swimsuit. | loved it 
$0 much. 


Don't miss my next 
; Is Advniral y Ld misadventure: 
ny ee 

COURAGE 


| think I'll just put 
him in my room 
for a while. 
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Hand-lettering is is the art of drawing le ers and then using 
those letters i in a single design such as poster, a greeting 
i 


| “letter \P ee 
ha nd in i card, sora sign. You can use markers an ballpoint we for ie 
| hand-lettering or ey one of te ee own below. ee 
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when starting a side ie sy ss sketch the letters with a pencil. 


gececee ca: 


| 
ee aoe. 
| lees Pept Sots Negi cael. gage Vo Vp Ae el | 


| RULER 


1| 2| 3| 4] S| e| q| 8] 9| 10| 11] 12) | 14| 1S| 16| 17) 18] i: 


es A ruler is helpful for drawing er lines. | | | 
beet mcen hte tenet | 
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| from fine Rott to a to ae and brush nee 

} | | 
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When it comes to paper, take your pick! Graph 
paper is helpful for drawing guide lines and 
practicing. Construction paper and scrapbook 
paper are good for projects such as signs and 
cards. Notebook paper and typing paper will 
also work. Be sure to cover your work surface 


in case the ink bleeds through. 


| | height Serif 
Bee 


| 
| 


ee 
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Start Here 0 


| 


1. Use a ruler and a pencil to draw guide lines. These lines can be straight or diagonal. You can also use a compass to draw curved lines. 


0. Erase any remaining pencil lines, including guide lines, and add color. 


"Practice Makes Perfect: 
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Here are some lettering tricks to try. Use these to create your own 
hand-lettering design or create a style of your own. 


Write a word in cursive. Draw parallel lines beside the Fill in the downstrokes to create 
downstrokes. fancy script! 


| 
| Write a word with printed letters. Draw parallel lines beside the downstrokes. Fill in the downstrokes. 
Draw block-style letters. Then fill them in with different designs. Here are a few ideas for filling in letters. 
oe 0 
ie ; 
> \) 0 
oy aa 


Fill in the spaces inside the letters. Mix lower- and uppercase letters. 
Try using a shape in place of a letter. 


| PLAY @N | MaKe Your 
——- WWORBS | OWN MATIC 
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Tilt the letters in different directions. 


OVE MOUNVAINS 


Add shadows to your letters. 


SACLAY 


Leave it empty Fill it in Draw parallel lines Draw diagonal lines 


Copy these doodles and add them to your hand-lettered designs. 


simple ° 
A ‘ 
Y MUMMY 
OANA 
* — : : 
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Follow a few script-writing secrets for a 
polished performance of any oral report. a 


» | 
y 


Every great speech begins with Begin your speech with an attention-getter. You might... 


great writing. Plan and research an 
oral report just like you would a 
written version, and then craft a 
draft that includes... 


According to mythology, 
Athena became the goddess 
of Athens ina contest... 


Picture the Parthenon! 
Did you know it’s a temple to 
the goddess Athena? 


Athena wasn’t born in 
the regular way. She burst 
from Zeus’s head! Ouch! 


even 


You could also start with a 
surprising fact, or share a quote, 
or come up with your own 
attention-grabbing idea. 


SHOW ahD TELL 

With an oral report, you can show while you tell. If you have props, 
a costume, a demonstration, or other visual aids that make your 
report more interesting, ask your teacher if you can use them. Plus, 
having something to do or to hold can help cakm any jitters you 

) might be feeling! 


TaLKING TIP 


Use conversational language when you write a speech. 
Summarize or restate Write it the way you would naturally say it. | 


what you've said. 
WraPPING UP 7 


Just like you do in a written report, end your 
speech with a summary of your ideas. Then leave 


your audience with a question or quote to ponder— 


or with a good laugh! 
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PracTICe€ MaKes a PErFOrMaNnce 


You’ve finished writing your report. Now what? You 
could call it done and just stand in front of the class, 
reading straight from your paper. It’s probably not what 
your teacher is expecting, and it’s kind of boring for the 
audience. How can you make it a speech—or even a 
performance? 


CarD TYICKS 


With note cards—presto!—a written report is transformed into a 
speech. Pick out the big ideas from your report and transfer them 
to cards, one idea per card. 


Number your cards 
so you can find your 
place if you get lost! 


Don’t include every word from your report—write only enough to 
help you remember each point you want to make. This frees you to 
talk to your audience and connect with your eyes, your face, your 
voice, and your gestures. 


REHEALSE 


With your note cards, practice your speech by yourself in 
front of a mirror or an audience of stuffed animals. Then, 
when you're ready, you can try it in front of your family or 
friends. Each time you run through your speech, see if you 
can rely on your cards a little less. 


SHOWTIME 


Remembering a few simple tips when you’re in front of the room will 
help you deliver a class performance. 


Breathe! Take a nice deep one. Smile. 


FIPS SH POPP 
Speak slower and louder than Tell yourself, “I like my 
you think you should. People topic, and | know a lot!” 
often talk too fast and quietly If you’re enthusiastic, your 
when theyre in the spotlight. audience will be, too. 
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n my opinion, all dogs are sweet 
and loving. But my dog J) is super 
special. She is a service dog and 
helps me stay safe and healthy. 
She’s also my best friend. | have a rare 
disease called mastocytosis. Sometimes, 
without warning, | have life-threatening 
allergic reactions to things, like walking 
gut into the heat from an air-conditioned 
building. A bad reaction means | might 
have a hard time breathing or | might pass 
out. It’s scary. My family got J) for me when 
| was five, because the doctor said | would 
never be able to go to school without help. 


| can’t always predict what will trigger a 
reaction, but J) can tell when a reaction is 
starting even before | can. She alerts my 
parents or me (by turning in circles, 
barking, or tugging on my clothes). If she 
can’t get our attention, she'll run and fetch 
a pouch with my medicine in it. 


She’s so good at detecting reactions that 
it’s been a long time since I’ve had a bad 

one. Once J) was with me in the hospital. 
My mom needed to leave the room for a 
moment and put JJ in her portable crate. 


KK AND 


KK, age 10 


When | started reacting to something, J) 
knew. She unzipped herself out of her 
crate, jumped on my bed, and alerted me. 
What’s incredible is that she detected my 
reaction five minutes before the hospital 
monitor did. She is amazing. 


J)’s also very brave. As a tiny puppy, she 
was abandoned by her owner. It makes me 
feel sad to think about J) being all alone 
when she was little, because she means so 
much to me. Lucky for us, she was rescued 
and later trained as a service dog. We had 
to go through two weeks of training with 
each other before she came home. 


ll “ 


ry 


For the last five years, J) and | have pretty 
much been together all the time. She gives 
me freedom. | can do normal things like 
other kids. She sits in my classroom with me, 
so my mom doesn’t have to. And if I’m doing 
art or playing the piano, she sits nearby. She 
snuggles with me and sleeps with me and 
gives me kisses. She’s also a very good 
listener. And very picky. Like, if the grass is 
wet, she doesn’t like to go to the bathroom. 


But J) shows me that I always need to be 
tough even when something bad happens. 
She helps me stay brave and work through 
problems. She is always watching over me 
and always wagging her tail. 
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MEGAN & CHI CHI 


Megan, age 13 


ometimes little accomplishments 

are the best ones. Like the first 

time my dog Chi Chi walked 

around the block. Or the first 
time she climbed the stairs. She always has 
a smile on her face even though, before my 
family adopted her, her life was pretty 
tough. 


It’s hard to believe this adorable, sweet 
dog was once left in a garbage bag behind 
a meat market in South Korea. Her legs 
were injured and she was in pain. But when 
rescuers got to her, she was wagging her 
tail and trying to get to them. Her rescuers 
drove her to the closest place they could 
go to get her help. It was a cat hospital five 
hours away. The vets had to amputate her 
legs, and then they fitted her with 
prosthetics. The vets used social media to 
share her story around the world. 


That’s how my parents and | first heard 
about her. We followed Chi Chi’s story and 
discussed adopting her. We already had 
three dogs. My mom wanted to know who 
would do what chores, because it might be 
a lot of work to take care of a dog with a 
disability. And it would be a commitment 
for the rest of Chi Chi's life. 


We had a lot of questions about Chi Chi. 
Her rescuers sent us photos and videos 
and updates. After we adopted her, we got 
the yard ready and got a dog bed and toys 
for her. We also got “welcome home” 
balloons. She was two years old. 


From the start, she was like a giant fluff 
ball of spunkiness. | couldn’t believe she 
was here. We’ve experimented with 
different prosthetics so she can move 
around more comfortably. She’s made a 
lot of progress with her walking, and now 
she can even jump up on the couch. 

Chi Chi has a great attitude despite 
everything she’s been through. She’s 
always smiling and happy and loves to 
snuggle. Chi Chi has a lot to teach about 
kindness and forgiveness and about 
celebrating little things (like making 
progress with walking or jumping up on 
the couch). She has taught me to be more 
aware of the struggles of others. I’ve also 
noticed that when people meet Chi Chi, 
they talk about hard things they’ve faced. 
| think she shows them it’s possible to 
recover from anything. She sure inspires 
me to be the best I can be, like she is 
every day. 
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Bella, age 12 


ome people need an extra push in 
life, and dogs are great at doing 
i that, like my dog George. He is a 

Se Great Dane. He looks like a 
Dalmatian, except he’s blacker and way 
bigger. He weighs almost 140 pounds! He 
can be a goofball sometimes, but he’s 
serious about his job: helping me walk. 


| have a disease called Morquio syndrome 
that makes it hard for me to stand up or 
walk. Before | had George, | was stuck on 
crutches or in a wheelchair. It was tough 
because all my other friends were running 
around and | had to stay on the sidelines 
and watch. When we talked about getting 
a service dog, | was excited because it 
meant | might be able to walk again. 


George and | were best friends pretty 
much from the start. With George, I can 
pull myself up and lean on him for balance 
while I’m walking. Because I’m walking 
more, my legs have gotten stronger. In the 
summer, George and | go biking and hiking 
and swimming. In the water, he stays 
nearby so | can grab onto him if | need to. 
George also loves to go boating. 


George is good at his job, partly because 
he’s so strong, but also because he’s very 
serious. As a service dog, he wears a vest. 
When it’s on, he is very hardworking and 
only pays attention to me. He’s always 
either right in front of me, right next to 
me, or right behind me. He lies down and 
sleeps during my classes at school. When 
his vest comes off after school, he knows 
he can play or wrestle with my dad. 
Sometimes he’s really silly, like when he 
splashes his whole face in his water dish. In 
the evenings he gets dinner and then he 
likes to settle in and watch TV (his 
favorites are animal programs); then it’s off 
to bed. We have had George almost two 
years. 


| can’t really say what my favorite thing 
about George is, because | love all of him. 
He’s a best friend that | can’t replace. 


People call Great Danes “gentle giants.” 
They are the nicest dogs ever. George is 
always there for me. And it’s not just about 
walking. If I’m sad or feeling down, he 
knows. He comes and puts his head over 
me, like nothing could ever separate us, 
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1. if a friend was struggling with summer 


school, you would... 

a. help her create a study plan. 

b. encourage her and remind her 
how smart she is. 

c. offer to tutor her after class. 


2. Which summer day sounds most 
fun to you? 
a. Playing in a soccer tournament 
b. Taking a pottery class witha 
friend 
c. Spending an afternoon at the 
beach with your family 


3. How do you help 
out at a family BBQ? 
You... 

a. help clean up before 
and after. 

b. bake a delicious 
dessert. 

c. entertain your little 
cousins. 
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4. You want to learn how to whistle. 
How would you start? 
a. You would watch a video online. 
b. You’d practice on your own and try 
to figure it out. 
c. You'd ask a family member to teach 
you. 


5. if you were playing in a basketball 

game you would... 

a. be captain and come up with the 
plays. 

b. go for the difficult three-point 
shots. 

c. play with heart and support your 
teammates. 


6. Which animal do you like best? 


7. Which movie would you go to? 


illustrations: Lisa Manuzak 


8. Which nail polish do you like best? 
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9. Your favorite kind of gift is one... 


a. that you will use almost every day. 
b. that really captures your personality. 


c. made by someone special. 


10. Your friends describe you as... 
a. motivated and bright. 
b. creative and passionate. 
c. thoughtful and sweet. 


11. it rains the day you were supposed to 


go to the beach with your friends. 

What do you do instead? 

a. Come up with a new day to go to 
the beach. 

b. Invite them over to make friendship 
bracelets instead. 

c. Surprise them with an indoor beach 


party. 


. Which item would you like to add to 
your bedroom? 


. If you saw someone eating lunch alone 


at art camp, what would you do? 

a. Introduce her to a few people you 
think she’d get along with. 

b. Invite her to join your swim team. 

c. Sit down and eat lunch with her. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


The best part about summer vacation 

ISisz% 

a. organizing and redecorating your 
room. 

b. having more time to work on craft 
projects. 

c. spending time with friends outside. 


Which summer outfit would you pick 
out? 


fe 
Your favorite book is about 
a girl whois... 
a. a great leader. 
b. creative and fun. 
c. kind and courageous. 


TURN PAGE FOR ANSWERS => 
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MOSTLY A’S 


You’re motivated, organized, and 
practical. You work well in a group and 
are also a great leader. Your positivity 
shines, and your friends often come to 


you for advice. You love setting goals, \E 


and you’re very passionate. 


Summer Moneymakers: 

* Runa lemonade stand. 

* Start a tutoring business. 

* Run a party-planning business. 
* Have a bake sale. 


MOSTLY B'S 


Your friends and family often describe you as 


lots of talents, and you're not afraid to share 
v < them with the world! You're brave and you put 


yourself out there. 


: being creative, bright, and inventive. You have 


Summer Moneymakers: 
* Create and sell your own jewelry, 


artwork, or room decor. 
* Sing or play an instrument at 
a restaurant, cafe, or party. 
* Help younger kids with a sport 
you're great at. 
* Photograph birthday 
parties or other events. 


po , , : | de 7 | \e 
MOSTLY C’S Km. ~~ we 


You are generous and are always thinking of others. You al 
go above and beyond to help out, and your friends know / 
they can count on you. Three words to describe you are 

caring, sweet, and thoughtful. \ 


Summer Moneymakers: 

* Babysit or be a parent’s helper. 

* Walk dogs. 

* Offer a petsitting service. 

* Help neighbors with chores like raking leaves, 
collecting mail, gardening, or carrying in groceries. 
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gl Each of these recipes uses about 

12 cups (or 1 microwavable bag) of 
plain popped popcorn. Ask an adult to 
help you make the popcorn and pour it 
into a serving bowl. Create the recipes 

while the popcorn is still warm. 


TACO POPCORN 


Pour 2 tablespoons melted butter over 
the popcorn, and stir until the popcorn 
is coated. Sprinkle 1/2 tablespoons dry 

taco seasoning and 2 teaspoons cheese 


powder over the popcorn, and mix well. 
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COOKIE POPCORN 


SH Spread the popcorn in a single 
layer on wax paper. Crush about 20 


chocolate sandwich cookies and sprinkle 
them over the popcorn. Ask an adult to 
melt 1 cup white chocolate chips with 1 


teaspoon vegetable oil in the microwave. 


Drizzle the melted white chocolate over 
the popcorn. Top with sprinkles. Once 
the chocolate hardens, break apart 

the popcorn, and serve it in a bowl. 


J 


BBO POPCORN 


Pour 2 tablespoons melted butter 

over the popcorn. Add 2 teaspoons dry 
barbecue seasoning and a pinch of black 
pepper. Mix all the ingredients together. 
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CINNAMON POPCORN 


Pour 2 tablespoons melted butter over 


the popcorn. In a separate bowl, stir 
together 1 teaspoon granulated sugar 
and ¥2 teaspoon ground cinnamon. 
Add the cinnamon-sugar mixture to 
the popcorn, and stir until combined. 


PIZZA POPCORN 


Pour 2 tablespoons melted butter over 
popcorn. Add 1 teaspoon dried basil, 

1 teaspoon dried oregano, /2 teaspoon 

garlic powder, and ¥2 teaspoon cheese 


powder. Mix all the ingredients together. 


STRAWBERRY POPCORN 


ql Spread popcorn ina single layer 

on wax paper. Sprinkle the popcorn 
with ¥2 cup freeze-dried strawberries. 

Ask an adult to melt 1 cup white chocolate 
chips with 1 teaspoon vegetable oil in 

the microwave. Drizzle the melted white 
chocolate over the popcorn mixture. 

Top with pink sprinkles. Once the candy 
hardens, break apart the popcorn and 
serve it ina bowl. 4K 
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THE 
GAME 


Camille is excited to earn money as a babysitter. 
But will watching Mason be worth all the work? 


by Erin Falligant 


Illustrations: Alexandria Neonakis 


ou’re going to be a good boy, right?” 
asked Mrs. Turner. 
Four-year-old Mason sat curled 
up on the couch, sucking his thumb. 
He stared at me with his big brown eyes and 
nodded. 

“Good. Now, Camille, don’t be afraid to ask if 
you have any questions.” Mrs. Turner winked 
at me as she disappeared out the back door with 
her gardening tools. 

When Mason turned back toward the TV 
screen, I texted my friend Maggie: 


I lifted my phone to snap a photo of Mason. 
But he was gone! 

“Mason?” 

I hurried into the kitchen. No Mason. I ran 
down the hall past the bathroom and his bed- 
room. No Mason. I retraced my steps and looked 
under furniture and behind curtains. No Mason! 

Don’t panic, I told myself. But how was I 
going to break it to Mrs. Turner that I’d lost her 
son during the first two minutes of babysitting? 

Then I spotted the little foot—with a sock half 
on, half off—sticking out from behind the couch. 

“Mason!” I scolded. “Next time you want to 
play hide-and-seek, ask me first!” 

He burst into giggles. 

“C’mon out now,” I coaxed. “Do you want to 
play with your dinosaur?” 

He wouldn’t budge. When I put my hand on 
his foot, he scooted farther away. 

Now what? 

I thought about Mrs. Turner’s instructions. 

“Do you want a snack? Ants on a log?” 


That did the trick. Mason popped out of his 
hiding place with a flushed face and a smile. 
Before I could even stand up, he raced toward 
the kitchen, squealing, “Snack! Snack! Snack!” 

By the time I got there, he was standing on 
tiptoe, reaching for the plate on the counter. 

“Wait, Mason. Don’t touch it!” 

Too late. His fingers sank into the peanut 
butter that was spread on a piece of celery. He 
pulled back his hand and licked the peanut 
butter. 

“OK, so that piece of celery will be yours,” 

I said quickly. “But let’s eat our ants on a log at 
the table.” 

I was surprised when he followed me there. 
But as soon as I set down the plate, he snatched 
a piece of celery and ran into the living room. 

“Mason, no!” 

He had already climbed back onto the couch 
with his sticky peanut butter fingers. 


“Mason, our snack is messy. We shouldn’t eat 
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it in the living room,” I said as sweetly as I could. 

“Mommy lets me!” As he took another juicy 
bite, an “ant” fell off the “log” and disappeared 
between the cushions. 

Should we go ask your mom tf that’s true? 
I wanted to say. But I didn’t. Because the truth 
was, I didn’t want to ask Mrs. Turner for help 
so soon. What if she decided to find a more expe- 
rienced babysitter? I needed to watch Mason 
three times a week to make enough money to 
buy a new tablet by the end of the summer. 

So I picked up my phone and called 
someone else. 

“Hey, Camille. What’s up?” 

Phew! Maggie was always there when I 
needed her. And she had two little brothers, 
so I knew she’d give some good advice. 


see 


I whispered into the phone so that Mason 
wouldn’t overhear. After I’d told Maggie every- 
thing, she had a great idea. 

“Play restaurant,” she said. “Tell him if he 
sits at the table, you'll be the waiter and take his 
order for food. And he can pay you with imagi- 
nary money. I do it with my brothers, and they 
love it!” 

Luckily, Mason did, too. As soon as I asked 
him to play, he hopped off the couch and ran to 
the kitchen table. I pretended to write down his 
order for another piece of celery, but I said it 
was very expensive. “It costs two dollars. Do you 
have that much money?” , 

He cupped a wad of imaginary cash in his 
hand and offered it to me. 

Then I gave him his imaginary change—and 
a piece of celery. 

So far, so good, I thought. Five minutes had 
gone by without Mason misbehaving. Only 
another hour and forty-five minutes to go. 


hen Mom dropped me off at the 
Turners on Wednesday afternoon, 
Mason greeted me at the door. 
“Hi, Meo!” 

He looked so sweet and innocent. And he 
carried a board game that he wanted to play 
with me. 

But as soon as Mrs. Turner headed out to the 
garden, he turned into a little green monster. 

“This game is dumb,” he announced. He 
flipped over the box and dumped out the pieces. 

Here we go again. 

“That’s not a very nice word, Mason,” I said, 


trying to stay calm. “Can you help me pick up 
the pieces, please?” 

He stuck his thumb in his mouth and shook 
his head. 

As I took a deep breath and tried to figure out 
my next move, I heard the creak of a door. Mrs. 
Turner was coming back in! 

I quickly scooped up the game pieces. By the 
time Mrs. Turner poked her head into the living 
room, I’d cleaned up the mess myself. 

“I forgot my gloves!” she said, waving them 
in the air. “See you in a bit.” 

And then she was gone. And so was Mason. 

Tf he’s hiding again, I'll just leave him there 
this time, I grumbled to myself. Then I heard 
the thud, thud, thud of heavy objects falling onto 
the floor. 

Mason was in his room, pulling books off 
the shelf—determined to make an even bigger 
mess. This kid was tough! 

I couldn’t go into that room until I had a 
plan. So I hid around the corner and called 
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my Mother’s Helper Helpline (a.k.a. my friend 
Maggie). But she didn’t answer! 

I called Mom next, and she said exactly what 
I was afraid she would: “Why don’t you ask Mrs. 
Turner for advice?” 

“She’s busy in the garden,” I said, which was 
kind of true. “So, Mom, what do I do? Help!” 

“Hmm. Try to make a game out of it,” she 
suggested. “Set the timer on your phone and see 
how fast he can pick up the books. Challenge 
him to finish before your timer goes off!” 

The memory of a puppy puzzle danced at the 
back of my mind. “Hey, did you play that game 
with me when I was little?” I asked. I could still 
picture the puzzle pieces I had scattered all over 
my room. 

Mom laughed. “Maybe I did. But try it with 
Mason and let me know how it goes.” 

So I marched into Mason’s room and told 
him about a new game we could play. “How fast 
can you pick up your books? I bet you can’t do it 
before my phone beeps!” 
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Mason could hardly wait to get started. He 
picked up most of the books before my timer 
went off. But he’d had so much fun, he wanted to 
do it again! 

Thud, thud, thud . .. Books plunked down onto 
the floor. 

At least now I knew how to get him to pick 
them up. 

Over and over again, we played the game. 
Mason had a blast, but me? Not so much. What 
if Mrs. Turner came back inside while he was 
doing the “knock them off the shelf’ thing 
instead of the “pick them back up” thing? 

I kept an eye on the clock, my ears open 
for the sound of the back door and my fingers 
crossed. 


4K American Girl 


y Friday afternoon, I was counting the 
seconds until Mason the Monster did 
something naughty again. And I sure 
didn’t have to wait long. 

When he knocked his first book onto the 
floor, I reached for my phone, ready to play the 
“pick them up” game. I patted my back right 
pocket. And then the left. I searched the floor 
under Mason’s bed. 

“Mason, have you seen my phone?” 

His brown eyes gleamed with mischief. 

“Do you know where my phone is, Mason?” 

He giggled. Then he raced out of the room. 

“Mason, give it back! Give me my phone!” 

I tore after him as he dodged and darted away. 
But what will I do if I catch him? I wondered. 

I can’t make him tell me where it ts! 

So instead, I begged him to give it back. 

I pleaded. Then I panicked. And finally, I got 
mad. “Give it back right now, Mason. I mean it! 
Youre going to be in big trouble!” 

He stopped giggling. Then he crossed his 
arms, stuck out his lip, and said, “You’re mean. 
I don’t like you anymore. I want Mommy!” 

Well, I don’t like you very much anymore 
either, I wanted to say. But I couldn’t, because 
I was the babysitter. I had to keep it together, 
as hard as it was. 

I suddenly realized there was something else 
I had to do. I had to let Mrs. Turner know what 
was going on. 

It was a long walk to the back door—at least it 
felt that way*When I called for Mrs. Turner, she 
came right in, a concerned look on her face. 

My voice wobbled as I said, “I’m afraid I’m not 
the best person for this job. Mason doesn’t listen 
to me very well. I don’t think he likes me.” 


Mrs. Turner looked shocked, as if someone 
had just sprayed her with a garden hose. “That’s 
not true, Camille. He adores you. You're his 
favorite babysitter! Isn’t that right, Mason?” 

When he nodded, it was my turn to be 
shocked. If he adores me, he sure has a funny way 
of showing it! I wanted to say. 

Mrs. Turner squatted beside Mason. “Have 


“Good choice,” Mrs. Turner said to him. Then 
she smiled at me. “It’s OK for you to set some 
limits with Mason. He needs them, and he'll still 
adore you. And it’s always OK to ask me for help, 
too.” 

When I didn’t respond, she added, “If you 
decide to keep babysitting Mason, that is. 


And I really hope you do.” 


MY VOICE WOBBLED AS I SAID, “I'M AFRAID 1M 
INOT THE BEST PERSON FOR THIS JOB.” 


you been acting naughty?” 

He stuck his thumb in his mouth and nodded. 

Mrs. Turner sighed. “Mason has a way of test- 
ing his babysitters. I wish you’d told me what 
was going on right away. I could have reassured 
you that you’re doing a great job!” 

My cheeks burned with embarrassment. 

“I’m sorry,” I said. “I thought I could handle 
it, but today ... he hid my phone. I don’t know 
where it is.” 

Mrs. Turner’s eyebrows shot up. “Mason, you 
have a choice,” she said in a stern voice. “You 
can give Camille her phone back and say you’re 
sorry, or you can take a time-out.” 

He slurped on his thumb and rocked back and 
forth. Then he hopped up and ran into his room. 
A moment later, he came back with my phone in 
his grubby little hands. Hurrah! 

“Sorry, Meo,” he said, handing it back to me. 

“Thank you, Mason.” I quickly checked 
my phone for damage, thinking of the way he 
treated his games and books. There wasn’t a 
scratch on it. Phew! 


I took a deep breath. “Thanks, Mrs. Turner.” 
But I had a choice to make now, too. 

Do I want to keep babysitting Mason? Or am 
I done with this mother’s helper thing? 

I had only a weekend to decide. 


tapped the screen of my tablet again and 
again, trying to decorate my last doughnut 
with sprinkles before time ran out. Buzzzzz! 
“T made it!” I said, whirling around to 
show Maggie my new high score. But the secu- 
rity cord on the tablet yanked me back to reality. 
We were standing in an electronics store. 

Right, remembered. The tablet isn’t mine yet. 
And maybe it never will be. 

“Why do you look so bummed all of a sud- 
den?” asked Maggie. “Didn’t you just beat your 
high score?” 

I nodded. “But if I quit babysitting Mason, Ill 
never be able to buy this thing.” 

Her eyes widened. “Are you going to quit?” 
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I shrugged. “He’s such a little terror. He stole 
my phone, and I didn’t think he was ever going 
to give it back!” 

Maggie glanced over her shoulder at the 
phone display. “I hear you. My little brothers are 
always trying to steal my phone. But Mom says 
I did the same thing when I was little. Isn’t that 
funny? I don’t even remember that!” 

She slid a package off a spinning rack and 
tossed it to me. “Maybe you should get Mason 
a phone of his own.” 

The toy phone looked pretty real. But as we 
left the store, I put it back on the rack. I don’t 
even know tf I’m going to see Mason again, 

I reminded myself. I just don’t know. 

By Sunday night, I still hadn’t made up my 
mind. I ran my finger across the books on my 
shelf, thinking about how Mason had dumped 
his own books on the floor. And then I saw some- 
thing that wasn’t a book. 

I slid the box off the shelf carefully, because 
it looked like the only thing holding it together 
was old masking tape. When I saw the golden 


retriever pup on the front, I squealed. “My puppy 
puzzle! I still have it!” 

Do I still have all the pieces? | wondered, 
dumping them onto the floor. 

Then I flashed on that memory again. I was 
being naughty and had poured the pieces out all 
over my room. Then Mom challenged me to pick 
them up before her kitchen timer went off. And 
I had done it. I had fallen for the pick-up-your- 
toys game and had fun with it, just like Mason. 

As I counted the puzzle pieces, I suddenly 
had an idea. I knew what I was going to do. 

I was going back to see Mason on Monday. 
I was going to give this mother’s helper gig 


one more try. 


here’s Mason?” 

I had been at his house for only 
ten minutes when he suddenly 
went missing. But this time I was 
armed and ready. 

“Too bad Mason disappeared, because I have 
a surprise for him. Oh, well. I guess I’ll just have 
to play with it by myself.” “ 

As soon as I dumped the puzzle pieces onto 
the floor, Mason popped out from behind the liv- 
ing room curtain. “Here I am, Meo!” He hurried 
over to see his big surprise. “Is it a puzzle?” 

“Yes, avery special puzzle. This was my 
puppy puzzle when I was little, like you. Do you 
want to help me put it together?” 

Mason nodded. He reached for a piece, and 
for just a second, I saw that naughty gleam in his 
eye. His hand hovered over the puzzle pieces, 
as if he were about to scatter them all over the 


living room. 

I stayed calm. I was ready to play the pick- 
them-up game if we had to. But he didn’t scatter 
the pieces. Instead, Mason helped me put the 
puzzle together—all except for the last piece. 
Judging by the grin on his face, he was hiding 
that piece behind his back. 

Now what? I thought, feeling my chest 
tighten. I didn’t have a plan for this. What would 
Mrs. Turner do? 

Then I remembered. “Mason, you have a 
choice. You can keep that last piece, and we'll put 
away the puzzle right now. Or you can put the 
last piece in the puzzle, and we'll take a picture 
of it with my phone!” 

He didn’t even have to think about it. “Ta-da!” 
He opened his hand and held out the puzzle 
piece. 

I smiled. “Can you put it in the puzzle?” 

He did, and then I let him take a photo. I took 
one of him, too, sitting next to the puzzle we had 
finished together. He looked so proud! 

I kept looking at that photo all afternoon. And 
by the time Mom came to pick me up, I had 


made a few decisions of my own. 

I was going to stick it out with Mason—and 
start having more fun with him, like we’d had 
today. And I was going to buy that tablet at the 
end of the summer, just like I'd planned. 


But first? I was going to buy something for ¢ 


Mason. A toy phone of his very own. +*« ¥ 


Meet the Author 


rin Falligant 


My first babysitting gig 


Now 


was with my baby brother, 

Louie. I learned how to turn chores into 
games to get things done—and have a lot 
more fun! 
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/ / make a slurping sound 
\ every time you drink 
something 
A dress up like a 
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watering can 


\ open your 
school’s time 
capsule 
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like a shooting star 
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\ paint a mural on your 

bedroom wall to look like 
the galaxy 


play ringtoss 
with doughnuts 


be a backup singer for 
your favorite musician 


j yawn every single time 
you were bored 


use a clock that 
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have your shoes squeak 
every time you take a 


step? ry ? 


a pair of sunglasses? 


a letter you wrote 
yourself three years ago? 


the sun? 


a forest? 


round candies? 
a referee for 
your favorite 
sports team? 
yell “wow!” every time 


you learned something? 


wear a headband that gives - 


you compliments? 
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COOKIE POPCORN 


Answers 


Shake It Up! 
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Hairdos 
Wacky hairstyles created 


by girls lke you. 


Hilarious 


With the Mini Mag, you 
can make a miniature copy 


of American Girl for your 
doll or stuffed animal. All 
you need are scissors and a 
stapler. Read the directions 
all the way through before 
you begin. 


Cut out each pair 

of pages only on the 
dotted lines. Be sure 

to cut around the tabs 
marked with the letters 
A, B, C, and D. 


Stack the pages on 

top of one another in 
the order shown below, 
with the letters on the 
tabs facing up. 


Continued @ 
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How can I help my mom? 


Dear American Girl, 
My dog just died, and my mom is really sad. 
Every time I mention him, she starts to cry, and 
I can't help her through the pain. 


REALLY sad 


Losing a pet can be heartbreaking because animals not only make cherished 
friends but are close members of the family. When a pet—or really anyone— 
dies, it’s normal to feel sad. How long that feeling lasts is different for each 
person. Your mom may need more time to grieve, and that’s OK. You can’t 
take away her pain, but by giving her a hug or holding her hand while she 
cries, you provide comfort she'll appreciate. If she’s really feeling down, bring 
up lighthearted stories of your pet to make her laugh and smile. Remember: 
Your dog may be gone, but he’ll always be alive in your heart. 
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Dear American Girl, 

During timed math tests, 
I get teary-eyed and 
start to shake. I'm really 
good at math, but I don't 
do my best when timed. 


: timed tests 


; The teary eyes and shakes you’re 
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: feeling can be a sign of overactive 


nerves. Even when you’ve studied and 
know all the material, having to “beat 
the clock” may cause you to freak 
out or even freeze when it’s time to 
show your smarts. To feel more calm, 
go in being extra prepared—rested 
from a good night’s sleep and 
nourished from a yummy breakfast. 
Take a deep breath before you begin, 
and pump up your confidence by 
repeating in your head: “I’m awesome 


at math, and I’ve totally got this!” 


: Because it’s true! If you are still 


: struggling, tell a parent. Your doctor 


: might have some ideas, too. 
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Dear American Girl, 

I have type 1 diabetes. 
Some girls at school gossip 
and say that I get whatever 
I want because I have 
diabetes. That's not true! 
diabetes 

It sounds as if the girls at school 
don’t understand type 1 diabetes, 
and when people don’t understand 
something, they sometimes tell 
stories or talk in ways that come 
off sounding hurtful. While they’re 
likely not trying to hurt you, they 
may feel jealous of the special 
treatment you might receive at 
school. If these girls are your 
friends, try talking to them to tell 
them how you feel. Or better yet, 
why not teach your classmates 
about your condition? Ask your 
teacher or guidance counselor if 
you can do a short presentation 
about diabetes, how you take care 
of yourself, and why you some- 
times get special accommodations. 
Hopefully once these girls know 
what it takes to manage diabetes, 
they will be kinder and more 


understanding. 
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Dear American Girl, 

I'm afraid I'm wearing too 
much makeup. I usually 
wear nail polish, lipstick, 
and even eye shadow. 
Should I stop? 

Too much makeup 

Makeup is a personal choice for 
every girl. If your parents are OK 
with you wearing makeup, and you 
enjoy doing so, then go for it. But 
here’s a little tip on how much to 
wear: Less is more! You don’t need 
lipstick, eye shadow, and every other 
product in the makeup aisle to be 
beautiful; your confidence and 
kindness will let your real beauty 
shine! Still, a little makeup can be 
fun to wear on special occasions or 


when playing makeover with your 


friends during a sleepover. 


eeccccce 


Dear American Girl, 

Every night, my little sister 
comes into my room to sleep 
because she gets scared in 
her own room. I love her and 
care about her, but I need 
my own space. What can 

I do? 

Spaceless 

Your little sister looks up to you and 
feels safe around you, which shows 
how important you are in her life. 


Still, you’re absolutely right in needing 


: your own space, especially at night 


: when getting a good night’s sleep can 


: be tricky with another wiggly person 


lying beside you. During the daytime, 
have a one-on-one talk with your 
sister to dig deeper ¢nto why she 
sleeps with you. If she’s truly scared, 


ask your parents to get involved so 


> that they can help your sis feel more 
: settled. If she misses you, set aside 


: quality time together to read stories, 


play games, or just hang out. You 


: could also schedule a slumber party 
: once in a while. The together time 

: will give her something to look 
forward to that doesn’t creep on 


: your privacy. 


Advice from You 
Dear American Girl, 
Whenever my neighbor 


comes over to play, she 
always makes a huge mess 
in my room and NEVER 
cleans it up. I don't mind 
hanging out with her, but 

I hate cleaning! What 
should I do? 


Help! 


Set up some rules for playtime with 
your neighbor. You could try saying, 
“We have to put stuff away when 
we’re finished playing with it.” 
-Josie 


Talk to your mom. She could step in 


and ask your friend to help clean up. 


-Brynnan 


: Go to her house sometimes. But don’t . 
: forget to help her clean up her room! 


> -Alix 


Help Other Girls! 


My mom and I have a 


Try asking your friend to play 
something a litte less messy, like 


a simple board game. 


great relationship, but it 


-Karino seems like she’s always on 
her phone. How do I get her 
Ask a parent to give you a five- to be with me, not her 
minute warning before your friend phone? 
has to leave so that there’s plenty 
of time to clean up. 


-Caitlin 


To make cleaning up more fun, sing : 
Do you have advice to 
your favorite song! You'll both be in 


help solve this problem? 
a better mood. : ; 
4 : Or do you need advice for 
= oO ° 
: solving your own problem? 
; Send letters to: 
You need to tell her that she needs: 
to help you clean up. By not telling : 
her, it could cause you to build up Help! sini 
a 
anger against her. American Girl mag 
-Zoe 3) gag0 Fairway Place 
?|  \aiadieton, WI 53562 
: fo all 
Maybe you should try to avoid : We cant arias 
going in your room. Suggest jetters. But we tec! ; 
; na! 
playing outside instead. everything YOU a 


-lsabella 


May/June 2017. 47 


: 4 : iE sTiekens 9 27 All-New QUIZZES Emily FS 
: ; . - painted these 
| § fun cover lines 


on a wall! 


| HAND LETHER 
| 1g 
Meet Emily Balsley, the artist who as 
drew the “Learn to Letter” feature 


Emily working 
in her colorful Ii 
stuclio with her My 
cute kitty, 


emily?s practice 
doodles for 
the cover. 


Q&A with Emily Balsley 


id? 
©: Did you create art when you were a kid? 


Ree draw. My favorite It is th : at Mo Gok thesg 
Bi ci Yow always lover \ d pane decor, * Sunniest room, and | ied house ; 3y = s- Heres the 
things to draw were people an ated it With Poster. lave 1 Z tAlieuLe Sronl kus 
People and animals are STILL my favorite ts of my favor 5 and prints by J 


Learn to Letter 
feature. So 
cute! 


te artists, 
things to draw! 


©: When did you know you wanted to be 


an artist? 4 walk. The rivthen ce block, | liketo — 
A: | wanted to for as long as | can = bi i's esi ‘ ny step weed fy 

My mom was going to school for art Tor “ i er. The ae ee marten a 

much of my childhood, so | was constantly : va aie erat res n Hata 
ausyounted Dy I ata cP me to think differentiy ” my head ang 


lies and school projects. | 
supp i Q: Favorite color? 


A:Roh;., 
©: What inspires you? Robin's ae 


‘A: When | was younger | was inspired by 


the comics in the Sunday newspaper. 


. in 
That is where | got some of the ideas terested jn ie 


for my silly cartoon faces! Emity coloring ‘ 
at age 8. 
Prepare for 


LiftoF$! 
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Find with 
BeForever” Mysteries 


this Wyn et 


CHECK OUT 
cl 
our new books for some fun summer reading. 
You can help solve EXCITING MYSTERIES and 


discover new friendships along the way with 
your favorite BeForever characters. 


CAPTIVATING 


americangirl.com 


americangirl.com/play 


a 


A Veh 


Shake It Up! i 
You'll love these ice | 4) 
cream shake recipes.’ 7. 


Throw a party full 


of summer games. 


“ Movie 
Madness 
Which film 
matches your 
personality? 


Hilarious 

Hairdos 
Wacky hairstyles created 
by girls like you. 
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